
Joao de Freitas e Costa 

Pares Advogados 
launches in Lisbon 
The latest law firm to launch 
in Lisbon is Pares Advogados, 
born largely out of the 
departure of three partners 
and six associates from one of 
Portugal's largest firms, Abreu 
Advogados. 

Corporate Partners Luis de 
Gouveia Fernandes, Joao de 
Freitas e Costa and Rita Maltez 
announced that they were to 
leave in May to establish their 
own practice. 

De Gouveia Fernandes and de 
Freitas e Costa joined Abreu Advogados in 2007 when 
their own firm Lusojurist was absorbed alongside two 
other smaller Lisbon practices PACSA and Chastre & 
Associados. Rita Maltez had been with Abreu since 2003, 
becoming a Partner in 2007. 

The new firm has however launched with five 
partners in total, adding former Abreu planning and 
administrative Consultant Sofia Placido de Abreu along 
with dispute specialist Joao Malhadas Teixeira. 

Abreu also lost two competition Partners Miguel 
Mendes Pereira and Rui Pereira de Melo in May. 
Mendes Pereira has since joined Vieira de Almeida as of 
Counsel, one of three new EU and Competition hires the 
firm has made. 

July / August 2011 • IBERIAN LAWYER • 15 



IBERIAN  LAVVYER 
July / August 2011 

A legal market on the move 

All together now 
The rebirth of Martinez Lage 

Portuguese privatisations 
Bank sale signals start of sell-off 

Acting whiter than white 
US creating global governance norms 

Decision day 

for Spain's market 

 

Businesses going 

global 

Latin America's 

economic drivers 

    

www.iberianlawyercom 


